
 

North Carolina has the fourth largest number of military personnel in the country. Currently, 120,000 
active duty personnel are based at one of the state’s seven military bases or deployed overseas. North 
Carolina is likely to receive an additional 25,000 active duty members by 2011. Another 25,000 soldiers, 
marines and airmen from North Carolina serve in the National Guard or Reserves. There are more than 
100,000 children and adolescents of active members, National Guard and Reserves. There also are more 
than 770,000 veterans who live in North Carolina. 
 
Many of the active and returning veterans report alcohol abuse or other substance abuse disorders; 
experience post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) or other mental health problems; or have traumatic 
brain injury (TBI). The high number of repeat deployments has exacerbated these problems.  Deployment 
and service in the military can also cause stress or behavioral health problems for the spouses, children, 
and other supportive people at home. 
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The North Carolina Division of Veterans Affairs (NCDVA) was first established as a part of the 
Commission of Labor in 1925 to “aid veterans of the World War.” In 1945, the NCDVA became a 
separate agency to assist veterans and their families in securing benefits earned through military service. 
The NCDVA is comprised of the NC Veterans Affairs Commission, Assistant Secretary’s Office, State 
Service Office, fifteen District Field Offices, Affiliated County Service Offices, State Veterans 
Cemeteries, State Veterans Homes, and Scholarship Program. 
 
The function of this agency is to assist veterans and their families in the presentations, processing, proof 
and establishment of claims, privileges, rights, and benefits to which they may be entitled to under 
federal, state, or local laws. More than 792,000 veterans currently reside in the state, which ranks 9th in 
the country in veterans population. More than 13% of the state’s population is a veteran.  More than one-
third (35%) of the state’s population is in the military, a veteran, spouse, parent, or a dependent of a 
military member or veteran. 
 
The US Department of Veterans Affairs (USDVA) provided $2.9 billion in direct benefits to North 
Carolina veterans in 2008. This federal funding ranks North Carolina 6th in the nation for these 
expenditures, although the state does not rank that high for funding for medical care. Nearly 172,000 
North Carolina veterans receive health care from the USDVA. Roughly 120,000 North Carolina veterans 
receive veteran disability compensation. Moreover, 83,000 military retirees and 9,300 surviving spouses 
reside in the state.  
 
North Carolina ranks sixth in the nation in military retiree population. They received $1.97 billion in 
retirement benefits in 2008. Fifteen district offices are strategically located from Elizabeth City to 
Murphy and staffed by one or more service officers with clerical staff. The affiliated County Veterans 
Service Officers are hired by each respective county. Sixty-six counties have full time county service 
office programs; 26 counties have part-time service officers; 8 counties are served by the NCDVA; and 
the state pays $2,000 to each county that has a program. 
 
North Carolina provides additional benefits to veterans living in North Carolina, including: 
 

• 366 scholarships were awarded to the children of disabled or deceased North Carolina war 
veterans in 2008. Since 1945, more than 20,000 children have been awarded these 
scholarships. The annual cost to the state for these scholarships is about $9 million. 
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